
Welcome!

• Tonight’s session will start at 7 p.m. and will run 45-60 minutes.

• You are muted and do not have video but can ask questions using “Q&A”.

Zoom control panel options:

Ask questions to 
financial aid 
experts.

Turn on closed 
captioning.

Select to choose 
language: Somali, 
Spanish or Hmong. 
Select “mute original 
audio”. 

We will provide 
helpful links here.



Apply to College



About these Sessions

• There are more sessions after 
tonight!

• All sessions will be recorded 
and posted on the following 
page: bit.ly/readysetfafsa

• Everyone registered will 
receive follow-up email with 
powerpoint, recording, 
important links.



Scholarship Specifics

• Two $500 scholarships are 
available to students who 
attend Ready, Set, FAFSA 
sessions. Students will be 
entered into a drawing.

• Open to high school and college 
students.

• Award is valid for up to 4 years.

• One-time scholarship, not 
renewable.



Using Zoom

• You are muted and do not have video but can ask questions using “Q&A”.

Zoom control panel options:

Ask questions to 
financial aid 
experts.

Turn on closed 
captioning.

Select to choose 
language: Somali, 
Spanish or Hmong. 
Select “mute original 
audio”. 

We will provide 
helpful links here.



Choose Language (Computer)

 Xav tau kws txhais lus puas
yog? Xaiv rau ntawm “lub ntiaj
teb” ntawm qhov chaw tuav
tswj (control panel) thiab xaiv
hom lus uas koj xav tau.

 Ma u baahantahay turjubaan? 
Ka dooro “globe” bogga
xakameynta oo dooro
luuqadaada aad doorbidid.

 ¿Necesita un intérprete? 
Seleccione el “globo” en el 
panel de control y elija su
idioma preferido.



Choose Language (Mobile)
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Employment Rates & Earnings 2021
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College Defined

Career and Technical
Education (CTE)

Community
College (2-Year) 

University (4-year)College (4-year)

Traditional academic, 
continuing education and 
remedial programs

-Associate Degree
-Certificate of Completion

One institution with 
multiple schools and
colleges

-Associate Degrees
-Bachelor’s Degrees

Specific skills which lead 
to employment within 
two years

-Associate Degree
-Certificate of Completion

One institution with 
multiple academic 
departments

-Associate Degrees
-Bachelor’s Degrees
-Master’s Degrees
-Doctorate Degrees



College Types

• Public State

• Private

• Minority Serving Institutions

• Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs)

• Hispanic –serving Institutions (HSIs)

• Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs)

• Asian American and Pacific Islander 
Serving Institutions (AAPISIs)

• Military Academies

• Liberal Arts

• Beauty 

• Religious



Academic Strengths & Interests



College Considerations

Location Type Size Academic Housing

Cost Environment Activities Personal values Support



Choosing a College



Tips

• Research • College career coursesComplete interest/skills assessments 

College exploration 

Network

Get familiar with college application requirements

Career exploration

Take electives interesting to you
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Types of Applications

• Institutional Application

• Common App

• Common Black App

• MN State Application

• University of Minnesota Application



Application Deadlines

EARLY DECISION
• Only can do this for one school
• Binding decision: If accepted, student 
must attend that school
• Needs counselor approval

EARLY ACTION
• An early application that is non-binding
• Receive an earlier response about 
acceptance

REGULAR DECISION
• Typically the final deadline for a school
• Non-binding

ROLLING DEADLINE
• College will accept applications until 
their incoming class is full



Application Pieces

Online 
Application

Essay

Test Scores
(ACT/SAT)

Transcript

Letters of Rec

Fee Waiver

4-Year College

Online 
Application

Transcript

Fee Waiver

2-Year College

Test Scores
(ACT/SAT

Accuplacer)



Essay and Personal Statements

•Follow directions

•Proofread

•Be yourself

•Reduce, reuse, recycle

•Remember you have an audience



Letters of Recommendation

Letters of Recommendations

• Highlight your strengths and skills 
beyond test scores and grades

• Describe real-life examples of 
personality and character

• Discuss your involvement and 
leadership in the school and 
community

Brag Sheet

• Your class participation

• Some of your best work/projects

• What you learned in their class

• Anything they need to discuss for 
specific work examples



Entrance Exams

ACT/SAT

The ACT and SAT tests determine how 
well students are prepared for 
college.

ACT: https://www.act.org/

SAT: https://collegereadiness.collegeb
oard.org/sat

Fairtest – National Center for Fair & 
Open Testing

Accuplacer

Accuplacer evaluates students' skills to 
help colleges place them in courses 
that match their skills.

Accuplacer: https://www.accuplacer.o
rg/



Transfer Credits - High School Courses

Honors Classes

Advanced Placement (AP)

College in the Schools (CIS)

International Baccalaureate (IB)

Post Secondary Enrollment Option (PSEO)



Organize Your Application Information



College Knowledge Month

https://sites.google.com/view/minnesotagoestocollege/site-support/free-application-opportunities?authuser=0



Tips

Create college-only email

Check email & student portal daily

Start college list organizer 

Get familiar with college application requirements

Proofread

Deadlines
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Upcoming Events



Thank You


