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Tonight, we are all here to talk about the Free Application of Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA. Some of you may have completed a FAFSA before, others, this is your first time. As a reminder, we will not being going line by line through the application as everyone works at a different pace- we encourage you to complete the application during the call tonight in case you have questions specific to your situation. 

We will start off tonight with a review of financial aid, as well as define when and who should be completing the FASFA. 

We will start off by talking through FAFSA preparation including documents you need to apply, and the different ways to complete the application. In our helpful hints section, we will talk about what to do if you forget your username or password, how to navigate through common error messages tips, followed by information specific to the student sections, reviewing parent information, common errors, and additional resources. 



What is Financial Aid?

Image obtained from OHE: 
http://www.ohe.state.mn.us/pdf/fin_aid_basics.

pdf 
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Link
Financial Aid Basics: http://www.ohe.state.mn.us/pdf/fin_aid_basics.pdf 

Before we jump in, let’s do a quick review of what we learned last week. 
Financial aid is defined as money from someone other than a family member to help you pay for college. It comes in three forms, aid you don’t repay/free money/gift aid in the form of grants and scholarships, Aid you must repay in the form of loans, and aid you earn work-study and or military assistance. 
Where does financial aid come from? Tonight we will be talking about financial aid that is provided by the federal government. 

Shannon will be adding a link to a document that explains financial aid in more detail for those of you who wish to review.

Image: http://www.ohe.state.mn.us/pdf/grants_scholarships.pdf 


http://www.ohe.state.mn.us/pdf/fin_aid_basics. pdf


What is FAFSA?

Image obtained from Federal Student Aid: https://twitter.com/FAFSA/status/1436064396938199040/photo/1
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•

•

•
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•

Free Application Federal Student Aid

Opens October 1st

Students attending college during the 
2022-2023 academic year

Current juniors will complete the 2023-
2024 application (On or after Oct 1 
2022)

Studentaid.gov

Complete each year
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The FAFSA again is the Free Application Federal Student Aid- Remember this is a FREE application and by completing it, you are not committing to anything! No, completing it does not commit you to going to college, nor does it commit you taking out any kind of loans. Completing the FAFSA is to simply see what financial aid you may qualify for. 

FAFSA opens up on October 1st each year for the next school year. This means that on October 1, 2021, you can complete the FAFSA for the 2022-23 school year. You want to fill out a FAFSA to see if you qualify for federal, state, and school financial aid. Some scholarship application also require a FAFSA to be completed. 

Federal Student aid provides more than $120 billion in grants, loans, and work-study funds each year to help pay for college. The only way to know if you will receive aid, is to apply. 

Who should fill out the FAFSA? Students attending college this upcoming fall, for the 2022-2023 academic year should be completing the FAFSA.

The website to complete the application is studentaid.gov 

The FAFSA must be completed each year in order to see if you’re eligible for federal student aid

ALL STATES


https://twitter.com/FAFSA/status/1436064396938199040/photo/1


Parent Information

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info
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Link: 
Who’s My Parent When I Fill Out My FAFSA Form?  https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info

Image: https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info


If you are a dependent student, and need to provide your parent information, you want to pay attention to this slide.  

We often get questions about who is considered a parent for purposes of financial aid. The rules for financial aid are very different than the rules for the IRS or the courts.

First, are the student’s parents married to each other? If so, the student has two financial aid parents, and reports information about both parents on the FAFSA. 

If the student’s parents aren’t married, do they live together? If so, the student has two financial aid parents, and reports information about both parents on the FAFSA.

If the student’s parents aren’t married and don’t live together, which parent did the student live with THE MOST in the 12 months prior to filing the FAFSA? PLEASE NOTE: This question does not ask who claimed the student on their federal income tax returns. It does not ask how has primary custody of the student. It also does not ask if there is a provision to pay for the student’s college expenses in a court document, such as a divorce decree. THIS QUESTION ONLY ASKS WHICH PARENT THE STUDENT LIVED WITH THE MOST IN THE PAST TWELVE MONTHS. This parent is considered to be the student’s financial aid parent. 

Is the student’s financial aid parent currently married or remarried? If not, the student has one financial aid parent, and reports information about only that parent on the FAFSA. 

If the financial aid parent is currently married or remarried, the student will report information about their financial aid parent AND THEIR PARENT’S CURRENT SPOUSE on the financial aid form. The non-financial aid parent is NOT included on the FAFSA.


https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info


FAFSA Preparation
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•

Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID)

Social Security Number (SSN)

Driver’s License Number (if 
applicable)

Federal Income Tax Return (2020)

Untaxed income records

Assets

College list
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Last week, we left you with a homework assignment, not because we like homework, only because we knew it would help you be prepared for tonight. As a reminder, here are the things you will need to complete the FAFSA. 
This list is for both students and their parents
If you haven’t done so already, create an FSA ID, which is your account username and password
If you do not have your SNN memorized, locate your card to ensure it is entered correctly
Driver’s license number (not required)
You will want to have a copy of your 2020 federal income tax return
If you have records of untaxed income
A list of current assets as of today
Students, have at least one college picked out to select on the FAFSA




Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID)

FSA ID = FSA Username and Password

www.fsaid.ed.gov

• Used to sign FAFSA and Federal Student Loans 

• FSA is unique to each individual tied to SSN

• Students

• Helpful Hint– Do not use high school Email 

• Parent 
• Helpful Hint–You may already have an FSA ID
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Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yj1Pn-shze8 
Link: https://www.ecmc.org/students/documents/signing-your-FAFSA-english.pdf 
Image: ECMC PPT
Students who need to fill out the FAFSA, you and your parent will want to create an Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID)
have one parent apply for a separate FSA ID if the parent has a social security number. 
An FSA ID is a user name and password that allows students to sign the FAFSA electronically, and will also be used to apply for Federal Student Loans. Dependent students should also 
Both the student and at least one parent must have an FSA ID. YOU WILL NEED AT LEAST TWO DISTINCT EMAILS IN ORDER TO OBTAIN TWO FSA IDs!



http://www.fsaid.ed.gov/


FAFSA Forms

Image obtained from Federal Student Aid: https://twitter.com/FAFSA/status/1471533099687239684/photo/1
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Links:
FAFSA Forms
Web: https://studentaid.gov/
App: 
Paper application: https://studentaid.gov/ or call 1-800-433-3243

There are three different ways to complete the FAFSA form- you can fill the application out on paper, the myStudentAid mobile app which is free to download and Lastly, the online form. It is recommended to complete the FAFSA on either the app, or on the web. Why? There is an increased chance of errors when filling out the application on paper vs digitally.   



FAFSA
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If you are filling out FAFSA on the web, you should see this page to the left. If you are using the app, you will see this to the right




Error Messages

• May be unavailable from Saturday at 
7 PM through Sunday at 11 AM EST

• Click “Start Over” instead of 
“continue” at the beginning of the 
form

• Clear your cache 

• Try a different web browser

• Download the myStudentAid app 

• Call 1-800-433-3243

Image obtained from Federal Student Aid: 
https://twitter.com/FAFSA/status/1445071243649159169/photo/1
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LINK
Error Messages:
https://studentaid.gov/help-center/answers/article/receiving-error-completing-fafsa
The Federal Student Aid website has scheduled maintenance that can take place between the hours 



Studentaid.gov Login
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Studentaid. gov
This is what the log in page is. You can use your FSA ID username, your email address, or phone number to log in
Note: let folks know the expectation and what we are covering in the order of FAFSA



Forgotten Username/Password

Image obtained from Federal Student Aid: https://twitter.com/FAFSA/status/1445124088817651714/photo/1
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Image: https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/sign-in/landing 

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lIwnEbOXSGg 


If you verified your phone number or email address when creating your FSA ID, you can log in using one of those instead of your username

If you forgot your password, to reset, you will need your FSA ID username, email or phone number as well as your date of birth to proceed. Reminder- Password is between 8-30 characters with at least one uppercase, one lowercase, and one number. 




Save Key

• Temporary password

• Between 4-8 characters long

• Combination of numbers and letters
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IMAGE: https://sfs.temple.edu/sites/sfs/files/documents/2022-23%20FAFSA%20Filing%20webinar.pdf
Shawn 
Idea- Image of save key
he save key is not the same as your FSA ID (which acts as a legal signature that you shouldn’t share). A save key allows you to return to an application or correction later from the point you left off if you need to stop and save your work. It also allows you to share access to your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) application or correction if your parent needs to add information or sign it.

Try and choose a save key that you can remember, but would be hard for someone else to guess- just like a password. 

If your forget your save key, you can select the I forgot my save key link to reset



Identify Yourself
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Select who you are and click continue




2022-23 Form

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shawn
Once you are logged in, and have selected whether you are a student, or parent, you will see this screen. Note each of these links are resources to help you complete the FAFSA. You must click continue at the bottom to start the application. Note, if you are on an tablet, you have to scroll all the way down to see the continue page. 



Helpful Hints

•

•

Question bubbles

Aidan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shawn
Before you start completing the FAFSA form, know that there are options for additional help if you have questions. 

If you are completing the FAFSA online, next to each question, there will be a small circle/bubble with a question mark inside. If you need a better understanding of a question, I advise you to click on the bubble! Often times reading the explanation will answer your question. 

There is also an option to have Aidan, the financial aid virtual assistant help you with questions. You can either select a commonly asked question, or type your own. Aidan typically provides and answer, and Federal Student Aid “articles” to provide a better understanding of the question 



FAFSA Sections

• Student Demographics

• School Selection

• Dependency Status

• Parent Demographics

• Parents Financials

• Student Financials

• Sign & Submit

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tara
Image: Getty
There are seven sections to the FAFSA and listed in the order of the application. 

It’s important to note that this is the student’s application, not the parent’s application. The majority of questions are about the student; their demographics, their high school name, where they plan to attend college, their 2020 income and their assets. There are questions about parents, but those questions are limited to brief demographic information and their 2020 income and assets only.
We will not be going over each section in detail; however, we will be discussing various questions



Work Study
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Links:
MN Work Study: http://www.ohe.state.mn.us/sPages/workStudySchools.cfm 
Federal Work Study: https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/work-study

Students, when you are filling out the student demographic section, on the page that says student education, you will be asked if you interested in being considered for work-study. I advise all students to select yes, as this is not committing to anything. You will simply be considered, not guaranteed, for the federal work study program. As a reminder this program is funded by the federal government, provides jobs for students with financial need, allowing them to earn money to help pay for college. 

Shawn pointed out earlier the question bubbles- Here is an example to the right of work-study- you will have the option to click on the question bubble for each question for further clarification. 




School Selection

• List at least one college

• List up to 10 colleges

• You can add additional later
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Students, in the school selection, you will be asked to list the colleges you are interested in attending. Why? Because the information you enter on the FAFSA, will help determine your financial need by the colleges. 
You will need to add at least one college, and may add up to ten. If you have more than 10, you can log in later to add additional colleges. The easiest way to locate the college is by a simple state and school name search. Don’t be deterred by the “search by federal school code” This is simply another way to search for colleges.



Dependent or Independent

https://twitter.com/fafsa/status/567697581669896192
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Link:
Dependency Questions: https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/dependency 

Image: https://fa.financialavenue.org/completing-fafsa-dependency-status-affects-aid/

If you answer NO to ALL of these questions, then you may be considered a dependent student and may be required to provide your parents’ financial information when completing the FAFSA form. If you answer YES to any of the questions, you are an independent student, and do not need to list your parents’ financial information on the FAFSA.


Will you be 24 or older by Jan. 1 of the school year for which you are applying for financial aid? For example, if you plan to start school in August 2022 for the 2022–23 school year, will you be 24 by Jan. 1, 2022 (i.e., were you born before Jan. 1, 1999)?
Are you married or separated but not divorced?
Will you be working toward a master’s or doctorate degree (such as M.A., MBA, M.D., J.D., Ph.D., Ed.D., etc.)?
Do you have children who receive more than half of their support from you?
Do you have dependents (other than children or a spouse) who live with you and receive more than half of their support from you?
Are you currently serving on active duty in the U.S. armed forces for purposes other than training?
Are you a veteran of the U.S. armed forces?
At any time since you turned age 13, were both of your parents deceased, were you in foster care, or were you a ward or dependent of the court?
Are you an emancipated minor or are you in a legal guardianship as determined by a court?
Are you an unaccompanied youth who is homeless or self-supporting and at risk of being homeless?





Parent Demographics

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info
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Link: 
Who’s My Parent When I Fill Out My FAFSA Form?:  https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info

Image: https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info


If you are a dependent student, and need to provide your parent information, you want to pay attention to this slide.  

We often get questions about who is considered a parent for purposes of financial aid. The rules for financial aid are very different than the rules for the IRS or the courts.

First, are the student’s parents married to each other? If so, the student has two financial aid parents, and reports information about both parents on the FAFSA. 

If the student’s parents aren’t married, do they live together? If so, the student has two financial aid parents, and reports information about both parents on the FAFSA.

If the student’s parents aren’t married and don’t live together, which parent did the student live with THE MOST in the 12 months prior to filing the FAFSA? PLEASE NOTE: This question does not ask who claimed the student on their federal income tax returns. It does not ask how has primary custody of the student. It also does not ask if there is a provision to pay for the student’s college expenses in a court document, such as a divorce decree. THIS QUESTION ONLY ASKS WHICH PARENT THE STUDENT LIVED WITH THE MOST IN THE PAST TWELVE MONTHS. This parent is considered to be the student’s financial aid parent. 

Is the student’s financial aid parent currently married or remarried? If not, the student has one financial aid parent, and reports information about only that parent on the FAFSA. 

If the financial aid parent is currently married or remarried, the student will report information about their financial aid parent AND THEIR PARENT’S CURRENT SPOUSE on the financial aid form. The non-financial aid parent is NOT included on the FAFSA.




Parent Demographics

Source: “Reporting Parent Information.” Federal Student Aid. 
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info.

.
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We often have non-traditional family situations, and unfortunately, financial aid seeks to put all students into a very traditional box. We know that many students in our community are being raised by people other than their “Parent”.

Unless the student was legally adopted prior to their 13th birthday, (and therefore has a new “parent”), the following individuals who may be raising the student will NOT report their information on the FAFSA

Grandparents
Foster Parents
Legal Guardians
Older Siblings
Aunts or Uncles
Widowed Stepparents

Depending on the individual student’s situation, they might need to seek information from a parent, or they might need to seek help from a high school counselor or college financial officer to fill in their financial aid application accurately.

Remember to call out special curmicstance 




Household Size

• Yourself

• Parents

• Children (other than yourself)

• Even if they don’t live with your parents

• Receive more than half their support 
from parents between July 1, 2021 and 
June 30, 2022

• Dependents
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At first glance, this question may seem obvious; however, the question is not inclusive to people who live in your house. 
You will want to include yourself the student, your parent or parents, 
children other than yourself even if they don’t live with your parents- well how do I know whether to include them or not? the rule of thumb to follow on this questions is ask if the child receives more than half the parents support between July 1 2021 and June 30, 2022 so for example, this could be a sibling in college. 
Finally, include any dependents- again like children, dependents must also be receiving more than half of their support from you and will continue to receive more than half of their support from you through June 30, 2021



Image obtained from Federal Student Aid: https://twitter.com/FAFSA/status/1486776043218378764/photo/1
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Some folks at this point have already completed their 2021 taxes. We get this question often, should I use my 2021 tax form to complete the 2022-2023 FAFSA? The answers is no. When completing the 2022-2023 FAFSA, you will use your 2020 tax information. 

https://twitter.com/FAFSA/status/1486776043218378764/photo/1


IRS Data Match with FSA ID
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Image: From ECMC PFC
If you have already completed your 2020 Federal Income Tax Return, you will be able to use your FSA ID to pull that data into your FAFSA application. Both students and parents can use the IRS Data match.

Colleges and Universities prefer that you use the IRS Data Match rather than key in information from your federal tax returns by hand.

NOTE: FSA ID tonight=no DRT




Assets

• Cash, savings, checking
• As of the day you are completing the 

FAFSA

• Investments & Real Estate
• Stocks, bonds, cryptocurrency 

• 529 plans

• Account owner reports

• Rental properties

• Business

Presenter
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Link
Assets: https://studentaid.gov/help-center/answers/article/fafsa-question-total-amount-of-parents-asset-net-worth-exceed-amount-listed 







Assets Not Included

• Your home

• Retirement plans
• 401K

• Pension plans

• Annuities

• Life insurance

• Family farm

• Stimulus check
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Link
Assets: https://studentaid.gov/help-center/answers/article/fafsa-question-total-amount-of-parents-asset-net-worth-exceed-amount-listed 


Assets don’t include
the home in which your parents live;
farms that are the principal place of residence for your parents and their family
UGMA and UTMA accounts for which your parents are the custodian, but not the owner;
the value of life insurance;
ABLE accounts; and
retirement plans (401[k] plans, pension funds, annuities, noneducation IRAs, Keogh plans, etc.).
Stimulus checks or federal COVID-based grants should not be input on the FAFSA form as income





Common FAFSA Errors

Image obtained from Federal Student Aid: 
https://twitter.com/FAFSA/status/1179425900322050049/photo/1

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Confusing student and parent 
information

Entering incorrect address

Entering information that doesn’t 
match with Social Security 
Administration database

Amount of federal income tax

Overreporting assets

Not filing by the deadline

Not signing the FAFSA form
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Image: https://twitter.com/FAFSA/status/1346871678828220419/photo/1 

The easiest way to avoid these errors on the FAFSA is to use the FSA ID to link to the IRS Data Retrieval Tool and to sign the form. It’s also important to know when the form is asking for student information, and when the form is asking for parent information.

Also, know what your legal name is. FAFSA filers, IT’S A GOOD IDEA TO LOOK AT YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY CARD AND CONFIRM THAT YOUR NAME REALLY IS WHAT YOU THINK IT IS. If there is a difference between the name you regularly use, and the name on your official paperwork, use the official name.




FAFSA Deadlines

• College

• Varies 

• State 

• Varies

• Federal

• June 30, 2023

Image obtained from Federal Student Aid: https://twitter.com/FAFSA/status/1429903791231545346/photo/1
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FAFSA Deadlines:
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa#deadlines 

College deadlines vary from school to school; however, generally speaking the FAFSA will need to be completed well before the academic year begins. Many of you may be applying to more than one college. You will want to look up the FAFSA deadline for each college of your choice to ensure you complete it

Each state has its own FAFSA deadline. Why is that? Many states have limited funds and offer financial aid until they run out. This is why you want to apply as soon as you can. Minnesota does not have a specific date like most other states, it is 30 days after the term starts. If you plan to attend college out of state, go to Studentaid.gov for a list of all state deadlines. 

The Federal Deadline is June 30th 2023 for the 2022-23 academic year. Like many states have limited funds, federal student aid programs also have limited funds to distribute. Again, you will want to apply as soon as you can. 



Signing the FAFSA
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Link:
Signing the FAFSA without and FSA ID: https://studentaid.gov/help/signing-without-fsa-id

GO TO FAFSA and figure out the signature rules-DRT

Believe it or not, it is easy to forget to sign the FAFSA form. 

If you created your FSA ID tonight, it takes up to three days for it to be verified, meaning you will not be able to sign the FAFSA tonight using your FSA ID. You will need to go back into the FAFSA form to sign it once you receive the confirmation email about your FSA ID.

Perhaps your parent does not have an FSA ID, or maybe you are completing the form on paper, in this case, you can print the signature page and mail in your application via standard mail. It is really important to remember to send the FAFSA via regular/standard mail as if you send via express mail, there is a chance your application will not be processed. 

Note: the signature page will include the address you should mail it to. 

If you are completing the form on paper, 




Next Steps

Image obtained from Federal Student Aid: https://twitter.com/FAFSA/status/1341458507342749696/photo/1
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You may be wondering what happens to all of the information you just spend time entering. Once you submit your FAFSA form, the information is shared with the schools you listed on the form, your state higher education agency, and states where your schools are located. 
Next- The college’s financial aid office reviews your FAFSA form and calculates aid.
Finally, the college will send you an offer letter that shows how much you are eligible for. Next week, we will go through exactly how this process works, and the next steps to secure your financial aid. 



Next Steps

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

Celebrate

3-5 days for FAFSA to process

Review Student Aid Report (SAR)

Work with college/university

Verification

Special Circumstances

MN State Grant Questionnaire

Add additional colleges
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Expand
When you complete your FAFSA, you should celebrate and pat yourself on the back. Also check it off your college to do list. 
It takes FAFSA about 3-5 days to process if you signed electronically with your FSA ID.




Help when you need it

•

•

•

High School counselors

College and career centers

800-4-FED-AID
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Link: 800-4-FED-AID
Financial aid office
You can also ask for help at the colleges and universities you’re applying to attend; or the college/university closest to you. They like to give you good solid information and keep you from making mistakes, no matter where you plan to attend
The US Department of Education has a toll free number specifically to help students apply for federal financial aid



Contact Us

Shawn Reynolds
State Financial Aid Program Administrator

Minnesota Office of Higher Education
shawn.reynolds@state.mn.us

Tara Pribnow
The College Place Director 

ECMC
tpribnow@ecmc.org

mailto:shawn.Reynolds@state.mn.us
mailto:tpribnow@ecmc.org
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