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Policy Recommendations 
 

Goal:  Minnesota will develop a longitudinal student data system to provide educators and 
policymakers with more comprehensive data and analysis from which to make informed 
decisions leading to educational improvement at all levels.  As required by the federal 
government as a condition of receiving federal fiscal stabilization funds, this statewide 
longitudinal data system will match student data from pre-kindergarten through completion of 
postsecondary, enabling educators and policymakers to answer a range of program and policy 
questions to gauge the effectiveness of programs and design targeted improvement strategies. 
 
The purpose of the longitudinal data system is to identify the predictors of long-term 
prekindergarten through higher education student success. The plan is to link data on students 
who graduate from a Minnesota public high school and attend a Minnesota postsecondary 
institution at the undergraduate level (approximately 40,000 high school graduates annually). 
 
Policy Recommendation #1  Governance:  We recommend the P-20 Partnership  consider and 
adopt the P-20 Longitudinal Data System charter document and accept its role as the 
collaborative governing body for the system. 
 

a. The P‐20 Partnership will name of subset of its members as the governing board for 
the Longitudinal Data System including representatives of business, citizens, the 
Department of Employment and Economic Development, higher education systems, 
school districts, the Minnesota Office of Higher Education and the Minnesota 
Department of Education.   
 

b. The governing board of the Longitudinal Data System will name members to a 
research committee and a data advisory committee and will clarify roles, 
responsibility and staffing. 
 

c. The governing board of the Longitudinal Data system will approve a process for 
gathering statewide input from educators and policymakers on the key questions to 
be posed to Minnesota’s LDS system. 

   
Policy Recommendation #2 Sustainability:  We recommend that the P-20 Partnership amend 
its bylaws to accept the governance responsibilities for the Longitudinal Data System outlined in 
the charter and seek sufficient resources for a collaborative staffing and maintenance 
arrangement at the Minnesota Department of Education, the Minnesota Office of Higher 
Education, the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development and the 
Office of Enterprise Technology.   
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Policy Recommendation #3 Accountability:  The Commissioner of the Minnesota Department 
of Education and the director of the Minnesota Office of Higher Education are jointly and 
ultimately responsible for the work product, effectiveness, privacy and security of Minnesota’s 
Longitudinal Data System.   We support consideration of policy recommendations outlined in 
Children’s Educational Records and Privacy: A study of elementary and secondary school state 
reporting systems, released by Fordham Law School Center on Law and Information Policy on 
October 28, 2009.
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Workgroup 5 
 

GOAL 5: (Data) Create a systemic and sustainable policy set for the effective use of data and fulfill the completion of the data set by ensuring collection of the last 
3 of 10 longitudinal elements. 
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Baden, Jr. 
Tom 
 

 
 

 
Office of Enterprise 
Technology 

 
Thomas.Baden@state.mn.us 
 
 

 
651-556-8022 

 
Enterprise Technology Office 
658 Cedar St., Centennial Bldg., 
St. Paul, MN  55155 

 
Bloomberg, 
Laura 

 
Associate 
Director 

 
Center for School 
Change 

 
Bloom024@umn.edu  

 
612-626-7403 

 
University of Minnesota 
301 – 19th Avenue S 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

 
Buse, 
Chris 
 

 
Chief 
Information 
Security Officer 

 
Office of Enterprise 
Technology 

 
Chris.Buse@state.mn.us 
 
 

 
651-201-1200 

 
Enterprise Technology Office 
658 Cedar St., Centennial Bldg., 
St. Paul, MN  55155 

 
Dolo,  
Emmanuel 

 
Research 
Director 

 
Minnesota Minority 
Education Partnership 

 
edolo@mmep.net  

 
651-645-7400 

Wright Building 
2233 University Avenue W. Suite 
220 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

 
Djurovich, 
Alexandra 

 
Policy Analyst  

 
Minnesota Office of 
Higher Education 

 
Alexandra.djurovich@state.mn.us 
 

 
651-259-3962 

 
1450 Energy Park Drive 
Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55108-5227 

 
Fergus, 
Meredith 

 
Policy Analyst 

 
Minnesota Office of 
Higher Education 

 
Meredith.fergus@state.mn.us 
 

 
651-259-3963  

 
1450 Energy Park Drive 
Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55108-5227 

 
Guidera,  
Aimee  

 
Director 

 
Data Quality 
Campaign 

 
aimee@dataqualitycampaign.org 
 

 
952-476-0054 or 512-
320-1816 

 
4030-2 West Braker Lane 
Suite 200 
Austin, TX 78759 

 
Howard, 
Richard     

 
Director of 
Institutional 
Research 

 
University of 
Minnesota  

 
rdhoward@umn.edu 
 

 
612-626-4601 

Office of Institutional Research, 
Room 272 McNamara Center, 
200Oak St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

 
Lassila,  
Nathan  

 
Vice-President 
for Research & 

 
Minnesota Private 
College Council, Fund, 

 
nlassila@mnprivatecolleges.org 
 

 
Direct 651-293-6804; 
W: 651-228-9061; F: 

 
Bremer Tower 
445 Minnesota Street 
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Policy 
Development 

and Research 
Foundation 

651-228-0379. Tollfree: 
888-PRI-FUND 

Suite 500 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2903 
 

 
Legler Kaplan, 
Kristine   

 
Assistant 
General Counsel 

 
Minnesota State 
Colleges and 
Universities 

 
Kristine.kaplan@so.mnscu.edu  

 
W: 651-296-3905 
F: 651-296-6580 

 
500 Wells Fargo Place 
30 7th Street E.  
St. Paul, MN 55101-7804 

 
Kellogg,  
John  

Associate 
Director, Office 
of Institutional 
Research 

 
University of 
Minnesota  

 
j-kell@umn.edu 

 
Direct: 612-625-3387 
W: 612-624-4851 
C: 651-210-4073 

 
272-3 McNamara 
200 Oak Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

  
LaBounty,  
Tom  

 
Coordinator of 
Research & 
Testing 

 
Rochester Public 
Schools 

 
Thlabounty@rochester.k12.mn.us 

 
W: 507-328-4401 
F: 507-328-4398 

 
MS Building 
10 – 91/2 Street SE 
Rochester, MN 55904 

 
Misukanis,  
Mark 
 

 
Director of 
Fiscal Policy and 
Research 

 
Minnesota Office of 
Higher Education 

 
Mark.misukanis@state.mn.us 

 
651-259-3963  

 
1450 Energy Park Drive 
Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55108-5227 

 
Olson,  
Pat 

 
Assistant 
Commissioner 

 
Minnesota Department 
of Education 

 
Pat.olson@state.mn.us  

 
651-582-8856 

 
1500 Hwy 36 W 
Roseville, MN 55113 

 
Nesheim, 
Eric  

 
Executive 
Director 

 
Minnesota Literacy 
Council 

 
enesheim@themlc.org 
 

W: 651-645-2277 Ext 
202 
H: 651-644-9972  
C: 651-402-6577 

W: 756 Transfer Road 
St. Paul, MN 55114-1404 
H: 1213 Hamline Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55108 

 
Palazzo,  
Wendie 

Career and 
Technical 
Education 
Director 

 
Minneapolis Public 
Schools 

 
wendie.palazzo@mpls.k12.mn.us 

 
W: 612-668-0652 
C: 612-290-4035 

 
807 Northeast Broadway 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

 
*Schlaefer,  
Barb  

 
Director of 
Communications 

 
Minnesota Office of 
Higher Education 

 
barb.schlaefer@state.mn.us  

 
W: 651-259-3902 
C: 651-341-6619 

 
1450 Energy Park Drive 
Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55108-5227 

 
Schoenecker, 
Craig  

 
System Director 
of Research 

 
Minnesota State 
Colleges and 
Universities 

 
Craig.schoenecker@so.mnscu.edu 

 
W: 651-296-9600 
F: 651-297-1814 

 
350 Wells Fargo Place 
30 7th Street E. 
St. Paul, MN  55101-7804 

 
*Wagner,  
Cathy    

 
Director, 
Information 
Technology 

 
Minnesota Department 
of Education 

 
Cathy.wagner@state.mn.us 

 
651-582-8688 

 
1500 Hwy 36 W 
Roseville, MN 55113 
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Weinberg,  
Vicki  

 
Education 
Specialist 2 

 
Minnesota Department 
of Education 

 
Vicki.weinberg@state.mn.us  

 
651-582-8245 

 
1500 Hwy 36 W,  
Roseville, MN 55113 

 
*  Co-facilitators of workgroup 
 




