








STATE OF MINNESOTA 
INTERAGENCY DATA SHARING AGREEMENT 

ATTACHMENT A 
MINNESOTA EDUCATIONAL LONGITUDINAL DATA SYSTEM (LDS) 

 
 
The parties to this agreement are the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) and the 
Minnesota Office of Higher Education (OHE).  
 
MDE and OHE will only share data in the situations outlined in this attachment and as 
authorized in the signed, attached interagency data sharing agreement. Studies conducted 
using data from the Minnesota Educational Longitudinal Data System (LDS) under this 
agreement will be approved in writing by the LDS Research Committee and the LDS 
Governing Body.  
 
MDE and OHE will use specified personal identifiers to assign a random anonymous 
identifier to each student record for the purposes of creating the Minnesota Educational 
Longitudinal Data System (LDS).  Categories of data elements are listed below for the 
purposes of research and evaluation studies to examine the transition of students from 
high school to postsecondary institutions. OHE and MDE will use student data to develop 
summary district, consortium, and state reports using only aggregate information.  
 
 
Categories of data elements to be shared as part of the LDS as allowed under 
Chapter 298: Sec.2. M.S. 2006, section 13.32 Subd.11. 
 
Attendance data, including name of school or institution, school district, year or term 
of attendance, and term type; 

 
ATTENDANCE DATA 
Data elements in this section may be used to identify and locate educational institutions 
which a student has attended or is attending. In the case of secondary schools, this 
generally refers to the school attended last or from which the student graduated. For 
postsecondary institutions, identification information can be included for any institution 
which the student previously attended, or which awarded the student a degree, diploma, 
or certificate; or from which transfer award units have been accepted by the institution 
currently attended. Generally, the term "institution" refers to the organization offering 
educational programs and/or instruction to students. This data also includes the year and 
academic term of attendance. 

 
Student demographic and enrollment data;  

 
STUDENT DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 
Data elements in this section can be used to identify a person, (e.g., a student, his/her 
parents, or his/her spouse) and to describe various personal characteristics of that 
individual (e.g. race, gender, age). 
 
 



STUDENT ENROLLMENT DATA 
The data elements of this section may be used to describe the process by which a student 
enters an institution and/or subdivision of the institution, a process—frequently including 
the payment of tuition and/or fees—which results in the student's name being entered into 
the rolls, records, and/ or files of the institution. Data elements in this section may also be 
used to provide information about a student's aspirations, with respect to future education 
and career. Educational aspirations are expressed by, the type of formal award a student 
seeks or his/her objectives in attending a postsecondary institution. 

 
Academic performance and testing data;  

 
ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE AND TESTING DATA 
Data elements in this section may be used to describe various aspects of a student's 
activities and accomplishments which are directly related to educational programs of the 
institution. Included are terms which describe the courses taken by the student, such as 
course name, grades (marks), and award units received for successful completion of 
courses. Also included are standardized test data. 

Special academic services received by a student. 

SPECIAL ACADEMIC SERVICES 
Data elements in this section may be used to describe activities whose primary 
purpose is to contribute to students’ emotional and physical well-being and to 
their intellectual, cultural, and social development outside the context of the 
formal instructional program. Included are elements which indicate the student’s 
participation in gifted and talented programs, concurrent enrollment, special education, 
free and reduced price lunch, limited English language programs, and supplemental 
services. 

 

 


