
MN Indian Scholarship Program
Administration in MNAid

Nicole Strowbridge, State Program Administrator



Agenda

• Eligibility

• Awarding

• SAI

• MNAid Timeline

• MNAid Features

• Processing



General Eligibility Requirements

• Possess one-fourth or more American Indian ancestry OR be an enrolled member or citizen of a federally-
recognized American Indian tribe or Canadian First Nation

• MN Resident Student

• Completed FAFSA on file

• Enrolled at least ¾ time as an undergraduate OR ½ time as a graduate student in an education program 
leading to a certificate, diploma, or degree at an accredited postsecondary institution in MN

• Meeting Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)

• Are not in default on a federal or state student loan or, if in default, have regained eligibility for federal or 
state student aid

• Qualify for either a Pell or State Grant and demonstrate financial need as an undergraduate student OR 
demonstrate financial need as a graduate student



Awarding

• Annual award amount is up to $4,000 per academic year for undergraduate students and up to $6,000 
per academic year for graduate students.

• Eligible students may receive awards in up to 3 semesters, 4 quarters, or the equivalent during an 
award year.

• Students enrolled in two-year degree, certificate, or diploma programs are limited to 3 annual awards or the 
equivalent.

• Students enrolled in four-year degree programs are limited to 5 annual awards or the equivalent.

• Students enrolled in graduate or professional degree programs are limited to 5 annual awards or the 
equivalent.

• An annual award may include one eligible summer term, which will count towards the equivalent annual maximums. 

• Students may receive up to 10 annual awards or the equivalent in a lifetime (5 annual awards at undergraduate level + 
5 annual awards at graduate level).

• Students may receive the scholarship for only one degree per educational level and one terminal graduate degree.



SAI

• Negative SAI’s cannot increase COA

• Negative SAI’s must be treated as 0 in MISP financial data calculation

• Users will be prohibited from entering a negative SAI

• In students best interest to be packaged with full year awards (i.e. Fall and 
Spring) in order to spread out SAI over the year

• Except in cases when it is known a student is only attending a single term, graduating 
after a single term, or for mid-year transfers

• Schools should record in MNAid the SAI they are using in their FAMS system.



MNAid Timeline

• Schools emailed February 2 regarding request for data of users needing to be set 
up with MISP Access in MNAid

• 2024-2025 MISP student application went live February 15

• 447 Applications submitted as of June 5th

• Conversion of prior data started June 3, anticipated complete June 15

• 2024-2025 Priority deadline July 1

• Early August, priority applicants will begin receiving award notices



Student Application

https://mnaid.guarantorsolutions.com/StudentPortal/

https://mnaid.guarantorsolutions.com/StudentPortal/


MNAid Features – Indian Scholarship Menu

• Award Rules
• Application available/cut off dates, 

certification dates, maximum awards

• School Profile
• School Term Start and End dates and MISP 

School Contacts 

• Important for School to review

• Payment History
• Previously known as “View Payment Roster”



MNAid Features – Indian Scholarship Menu

• Enter Application
• Ability for school user to enter data from a completed 

MISP application

• Submit Financial Data
• Previously referred to as “Submit Budget”

• Certification
• Previously referred to as “Award Roster”

• Request Reinstatement
• Option to request reinstatement of MISP award 

previously declined



MNAid Features – Quick View Menu

Application Record Contents

• Current application status

• Eligible, Ineligible, or Pending 
Financial Data

• Student information

• Contact information

• School has ability to update



MNAid Features – Quick View Menu

• Comments

• For school use

• Stored in Transaction History

• Payment Information

• Term Awards

• Cumulative Award Total

• Program Level Usages



MNAid Features – Quick View Menu

• Application Information

• Application Date

• Prior names provided

• Tribal Affiliation

• Pell/State Grant Override



MNAid Features – Quick View Menu

• Financial Data

• Previously referred 
to as the “Budget”

• Entries made by a 
school official

• Available terms 
based on school 
profile data

• Can update data 
for terms not yet 
certified



MNAid Features – Quick View Menu

• Payment Information

• Term Awards

• Status

• Program Totals



MNAid Features – Quick View Menu

Transaction History

• Provides complete listing of:

• Application History

• Changes (old value to new value)

• User data attached to change

• Saved comments from application



MNAid Features – Quick View Menu

Payment History

• Provides complete listing of:

• Date of Program Payment

• Term of Payment

• Refunds listed as an Adjustment with a negative amount



MNAid Features – Quick View Menu

Document Management

• Allows schools to attach ancestry 
documentation to MISP file

• Select Form Type, Aid Program, 
Chose File, then Upload Form.

• Can repeat process to upload up to 
5 separate documents as needed.

• Student also has same access when 
logged in to their MNAid Portal.



MNAid Features – Search Menu

• Can utilize Search tool to search for 
single students or groups of students. 

• To see all MISP applicants for an 
Academic Year, can search by applicable 
Academic Year and Indian Scholarship Aid 
Program

• If further narrowing of results, can use 
Search Type field to select a variety of 
application status or by payment status

• Results will appear on this page.



MNAid Features – Reports Menu

• Can utilize Reports tool to download a 
complete excel report of all applicants. 

• To see all MISP applicants for an Academic 
Year, can search by Indian Scholarship 
Program and applicable Academic Year.

• This will generate a downloadable excel 
report of all applicants from the institution 
with their application status, date of 
application, and awards per term.

• This report offers the most comprehensive 
view of applicants at an institution.



Processing

Submitting Financial Data

• Institutions should submit financial data if a student has completed all of the necessary steps to 
receive financial aid regardless of whether or not the college has:

• Established tuition and fees for the upcoming year; 

• The ability to provide a complete and final financial data sheet; or

• Can issue a financial aid offer letter.

• Institutions should not submit financial data if a student has not completed the financial aid 
process at the institution.

• This includes students who have outstanding verification or conflicting information documentation to submit.

• Priority deadline for students is July 1



Processing

Submitting Financial Data

• In the MNAid Indian Scholarship Menu, 
the Submit Financial Data menu will list all 
students for the selected academic year 
who:

• have submitted a FAFSA for the academic year, 
and

• have approved ancestry documentation on file.

• When the student has completed all of the 
necessary steps to receive financial aid, 
the financial data should be submitted.

• Select the student SSN to open the Submit 
Financial Data window.



Processing

Submitting Financial Data

• Must indicate if student is a MN Resident 

• Term start dates are pre-filled based on terms dates entered 
in school profile.

• An enrollment status must be entered for each term (those 
with a white background).

• Enter SAI as calculated by your FAMS system.

• Emergency Financial Assistance no longer counted as OFA 
effective for 2024-2025.

• Must still notify MISP administrator if student would qualify 
for Pell and/or State Grant in any eligible term based on 
their SAI and enrollment level but does not because they 
have reached the maximums in either program or previously 
earned a bachelor’s degree.

• Select Save when entries are complete. Once data is saved, 
the student will no longer appear on the Submit Financial 
Data page, but will need to have their financial data updated 
if any subsequent changes occur.



Processing

Awarding

• Once financial data has been submitted schools can begin to check for awards by viewing either:

• Indian Scholarship Certification Menu (view by single terms only)

• MNAid Reports, Student Data Report (view by full academic year)



Processing

Certification

• In the MNAid Indian Scholarship Menu, the Certification 
menu will list all students for the selected academic year 
and academic term who have MISP awards pending school 
approval. 

• Compare the Financial Data shown in the record to the 
information within your FAMS system.

• If data is incomplete, return to the MISP application and make all 
necessary updates.

• If data is complete and your approve of the payment being issued, 
select Yes to Certify.

• If student is not eligible due to not meeting SAP, select No and 
enter SAP Not Met under Additional Options.

• For all other prior No reasons, you must update the Financial Data.

• If you’re not ready to indicate either Yes or No, student can remain 
in a pending status.

• Once done with responses, select Save.

• If a student appears in gray without the ability to certify 
their payment, this means there is a prior term in the 
academic year that they have an award for that hasn’t been 
certified. Response for the prior award will be required first.

• Only users with Administrator Access can certify.



Processing

Requesting Reinstatement

• In the MNAid Indian Scholarship Menu, the 
Request Reinstatement menu will enable a 
school to submit a request to OHE to 
reinstate an award that had been declined.

• Select the applicable Academic Year, the 
Term, and then Ok.

• The list of applicants who previously had an 
award declined by the school will open. 
Check the Request Reinstatement box and 
select Save. 

• The request will then go to the OHE 
administrator to review for possible 
reinstatement.

• If approved, the student will be placed back on the 
school certification roster and the school would 
need to complete the steps necessary to certify 
the award.



Processing

Payment 

• In the MNAid Indian Scholarship Menu, the 
Payment History menu will display an 
Academic Year break down of:

• Total Paid Payments per term

• Total Pending Payments per term

• Payment history by date

• Ability to select the Batch Number to see 
student data for each payment or refund.

• This page may be useful to your Business 
Office staff, view only rights can be set up.

• MISP MNAid users will receive a payment 
confirmation email when a payment has 
been processed. Once processed, it can take 
up to 2 weeks for funds to arrive at the 
school.



Processing

Updating Financial Data

• For any term that has not had an MISP 
award paid yet, schools can continue to 
edit the financial data in an MISP 
application. 

• These terms contain a white background.

• In this example, changes to both the 
Fall and Spring terms could be made.



Processing

Updating Financial Data

• In this example, as indicated by the gray 
background, payment has already been 
made for the Fall term.

• If changes were necessary in the Spring 
only portion of the financial data, 
schools can continue to edit the 
financial data in the MISP application.

• The OHE administrator will notify the 
campus if these changes result in any refund 
of the prior Fall payment.



Processing

Updating Financial Data
• Using the same example, if changes were 

necessary to both the Fall and Spring terms 
financial data, two steps would be needed.

• For the term that has not had an MISP award paid 
yet, schools would continue to edit the financial 
data in the MISP application.

• The OHE administrator will notify the campus if these 
changes result in any refund of the prior Fall payment.

• For the Fall term that had an MISP award already 
paid, schools would go to the payment history and 
select the payment link to edit the financial data.



Processing

Updating Financial Data (cont.)

• Make the appropriate adjustment(s), select the reason for the 
adjustment(s) in the Reason drop down field, and select Calculate 
Adjustment.

• Applicable message will display regarding if a return is required or if the 
change results in no award adjustment.

• Once you verify everything is correct, select Save. This will record the 
change in the application. 



Processing

Updating Financial Data Exception

• Manual Adjustment Amount

• The Manual Adjustment Amount is an OHE only 
line item to accommodate awarding MISP to 
students who have uneven terms of unmet need, 
ensuring they receive the maximum of their 
eligibility.

For students who have an entry to the Manual 
Adjustment Amount line in their financial data:

• If no MISP awards have been paid, schools will be 
able to continue to update the financial data in 
the MISP application.

• If MISP award(s) have been paid, schools will be 
prohibited from making financial data changes.  
Messaging will appear alerting the school that 
updates can not be saved. Please email the OHE 
administrator with the necessary financial data 
changes and we will make them on your behalf. 



Processing

Refunds

• Communicate changes to student as timely as possible.

• Funds should be returned within 30 days.

• When issuing a refund, please return funds with the new 
fillable OHE Refund Return Form PDF.

• Form located here:
https://www.ohe.state.mn.us/mPg.cfm?pageID=891

• When OHE receives the refund, it will be recorded in the 
payment history within MNAid.

https://www.ohe.state.mn.us/mPg.cfm?pageID=891


Processing

• Other Items/Reminders:

• Check school profile information

• MNAid Access. Issues? Adding or Removing users.

• Will send email when conversion is completed and financial data submissions can occur

• Continue monitoring student financial data

• Even for students who don’t receive an award. Utilize Student Data Report or other tracking means. 
Many Tribal offices are also relying on the MISP data for making their awards.

• New Refund Return Form

• Training PowerPoint will be added to website

• MNAid – Help Feature



Contact

Nicole Strowbridge

Nicole.Strowbridge@state.mn.us

(651) 355-0608

Questions?

Please reach out with any questions, 
concerns, or feedback and you and your 

students navigate MISP in the MNAid system!

mailto:Nicole.Strowbridge@state.mn.us
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