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Agenda

Agenda:

1. Background on Data Advisory Committee
2. Review Recommendations for Enrollment and Awards Conferred Changes
3. Questions
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Data Advisory Committee - Background

• Every 5 years OHE reviews the student level data collected on enrolled students and 
graduating students. Last changes made in 2015-2016. 

• Before making changes, Minnesota Statute requires that OHE consult with a data 
advisory task force (M.S. 136A.121, Subd. 18)

• The process allows us to consider how the data OHE collects aligns with important policy 
and research questions, and how colleges collect data

• Committee includes our data contacts at institutions (largely institutional researchers 
and registrar staff), legislative staff, staff from organizations and state agencies with an 
interest in data collection, and other stakeholders. 

• Recommended changes are based on group consensus and identified policy and research 
needs
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Data Advisory Committee - Background

Who is Required To Report:

• Institutions participating in State Grant or SELF Loan programs are required to report 
data to OHE. 

• We provide flexibility given a wide range of institutional reporting capacity. 

• An institution does not have to submit specific data elements if:

• They do not collect that information

• They collect the information but have a policy of not reporting it to anyone
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Timeline

• June 2020 – March 2021: Data Advisory Committee Meetings

• March 2021: final recommendations to Commissioner Olson for approval

• April 2021: send draft new institutional Data Sharing Agreements for review

• July 2021: current agreements expire, new agreements must be signed

• March 2022: first data submission with new changes (fall 2021 enrollments)
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New Data Proposed for Collection

1. Detailed Racial and Ethnic subgroups, and Tribal Affiliation of American Indian and Alaska 
Native students.

2. Inclusive Gender Identity elements including options for transgender, non-binary and other 
gender minority students.

3. Grade Point Average (GPA) data including high school, term, and cumulative GPA

4. Flags for Completion of College-Level Math and English/Reading/Writing (ERW) courses.

5. Cumulative Debt at Graduation.

6. FERPA (Family Education Rights and Privacy Act) Block on directory information.
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Modifications Proposed to Currently Collected Data Elements

1. Adopt a new definition of First Generation student, using the federal definition (neither 
parent completed a bachelor’s degree) for consistency of reporting.

2. Stop mandating MARSS ID (K-12 student identifier).

3. Rename Gender field to Sex, adding the “X” designation alongside Male and Female to 
align to state documents.

4. Use two summer term codes in Term Season: one for “leading” terms and one for “trailing” 
terms.

5. Switch to decimal values for credits attempted, completed, accumulated and transfer.

6. Add 2020 Classification of Instructional Program (CIP) codes as valid entries for Major1 and 
Major2, and 2020 as a valid CIP Major Year code.

7. Modify labels for basic race/ethnicity codes.

8. Merge “not an undergraduate” codes with “unavailable” codes for relevant data items. 17



Other Changes

1. End collection of Enrollment Status and instead calculate enrollment intensity (full-time/part-
time) from credits attempted.

2. Process changes:

• Simplified reporting for institutions offering exclusively short-term programs.

• Voluntary collection of teacher preparation program data.
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Appendix A: current data elements
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Current Data Collection – Enrollment Elements

Field Title Field Title Field Title
1 FISCAL YEAR 18 CITIZENSHIP STATUS 35 UNIT OF INSTRUCTIONAL MEASURE
2 INSTITUTION CODE 19 STATE, PROVINCE OF RESIDENCE 36 QUARTER HOUR EQUIVALENCE
3 TERM SEASON 20 MINNESOTA COUNTY OF RESIDENCE 37 REGULAR INSTRUCTIONAL UNITS ATTEMPTED
4 TERM START DATE 21 ZIP CODE 38 REGULAR INSTRUCTIONAL UNITS COMPLETED
5 TERM END DATE 22 SECONDARY SCHOOL EXPERIENCE 39 REMEDIAL UNITS ATTEMPTED-TOTAL
6 TERM TYPE  23 YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 40 REMEDIAL UNITS COMPLETED-TOTAL
7 STUDENT LAST NAME 24 ACT COMPOSITE SCORE 41 REMEDIAL UNITS ATTEMPTED-MATH
8 STUDENT FIRST NAME 25 REGISTRATION TYPE 42 REMEDIAL UNITS COMPLETED-MATH
9 STUDENT MIDDLE NAME 26 STUDENT LEVEL 43 REMEDIAL UNITS ATTEMPTED-READING
10 SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 27 ENROLLMENT STATUS 44 REMEDIAL UNITS COMPLETED-READING
11 INSTITUTION STUDENT NUMBER 28 TUITION TYPE 45 REMEDIAL UNITS ATTEMPTED-WRITING
12 GENDER 29 AWARD SEEKING 46 REMEDIAL UNITS COMPLETED-WRITING
13 BIRTHDATE 30 MAJOR 1 47 REMEDIAL UNITS ATTEMPTED-OTHER
14 RACIAL/ETHNIC ORIGIN 31 MAJOR CIP CODE YEAR 48 REMEDIAL UNITS COMPLETED-OTHER
15 DISABLING CONDITION 32 AWARD LEVEL 1 49 ACCUMULATED UNITS
16 FIRST GENERATION 33 MAJOR 2 50 TRANSFER INSTRUCTIONAL UNITS
17 VETERAN/MILITARY STATUS 34 AWARD LEVEL 2 51 MARSS NUMBER
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Current Data Collection – Awards-Conferred Elements

Field Title
1 FISCAL YEAR
2 INSTITUTION CODE
3 STUDENT LAST NAME
4 STUDENT FIRST NAME
5 STUDENT MIDDLE NAME
6 SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER
7 INSTITUTION STUDENT NUMBER
8 GENDER
9 BIRTHDATE

10 RACIAL/ETHNIC ORIGIN
11 STATE, PROVINCE OF RESIDENCE
12 AWARD LEVEL
13 DATE AWARD CONFERRED
14 JOINT AWARD
15 FIRST MAJOR
16 SECOND MAJOR
17 MAJOR CIP CODE YEAR
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Appendix B: data dictionary drafts for modifications
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