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4-H Camp Promotes Leadership & Team Building

Get Ready students can register to participate in a week-long 4-H camp that
includes educational activities centered around leadership and team building.

Tutors Learn Math Problem Solving

College Corps tutors get tutored on innovative and fun ways to teach and engage students
in math using teamwork and problem-solving skills.

Get Ready Releases Key Survey Results

The Get Ready shares key result and comments volunteered by parents and guardians from
the winter survey that was sent to student and families who participate in the program.

College Is an Investment in You!

A College Corps tutor shares her experience of how she chose which college to attend,
what college life is really like and the tools she uses to succeed.

Vea la contraportada para
la versiéon en espafiol.

Pre-Sorted
ETREADY!
m U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
1450 Energy Park Drive, Suite 350 Permit No 171

St. Paul, MN 55108-5227 St. Paul, MN



Brain Teaser Roundup Number Squares

1. What has to be broken

IR . d? Arrange the numbers 1 through 8 in the squares so that it adds up to 15 vertically

and horizontally without using the center square. Use each number only once.

2. What do all of the following 1 2 3

words have in common?

delegates

paramedic
avocado 4

inoperative

misused

coverage 6

3. The more there is of it, the

less you see. What is it?

4. The following number has a
rather special characteristic.
What makes it unique?

8,549,176,320

5. What capitalized word
becomes a palindrome
when viewed ‘upside down AM AZING !
and backwards? :
Can you find your through the maze?

L
—

6. What do the following words
have in common?

mellow
slack
clue
grown

I
T
bold |1—| = |_I£I
i
| =

7. What can you catch but

i
not throw? ! rlf‘LLL
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4-H Camp Promotes Leadership and Team Building

by Erica Gates, Urban 4-H Program
Coordinator

Last summer,
over 40 Get
Ready students

MINNESOTA
attended 4-H
Camp Islanders

‘P
at Bay Lake, a

five-day overnight camp sponsored by
the Urban 4-H Youth Development
program. 4-H Camp Islanders brings
together youth in grades four through
eight from Hennepin and Ramsey
counties for a fun-filled week on an
island in beautiful Bay Lake in
Deerwood, Minnesota.

Over the last few years, the camp has
grown thanks to the successful partner-
ship between Urban 4-H and the Get
Ready program. This year, 4-H Camp
Islanders has scheduled two week-long
camps, July 21-25 and August 4-8. The
camp is offered free to eligible Get
Ready students, and transportation to
and from the camp is provided. For
both camps, campers participate in
educational activities centered around

| How to Prepare for Summer Camps & Programs

Ask questions. The Get Ready elementary and middle school staff are
= available all summer if you have questions.

. Have fun! Camp is a great place for your student to meet new people and

- If your student cannot attend the camp he or she registered for, please call
' Get Ready at (651) 259-3906 to cancel so that your student’s spot can be

given to someone else. The program still pays the tuition even if we are not
. notified that your student cannot attend.

|
|
| share in new experiences.
|
I

Watch the mail. An information packet from the program or camp will tell
! you what to bring and what not to bring.

leadership and team building. Older
4-Hers volunteer as camp counselors to
lead activities and mentor the younger
campers. Everyone sleeps in cabins with
their friends and spend the day out-
doors. Other highlights include:

e swimming, boating and fishing

e campfire skits and songs

¢ hands-on art and nature projects
e cabin challenges and talent show

e fun games and recreational
activities

e connecting with new and old
friends

At the end of a week of fun games and
activities, youth not only leave having
learned valuable skills but also having
formed lasting friendships with mentors
and peers. “There is just something
amazing about this camp,” said one of
the high school counselors who spent
the summer planning to lead camp
activities. “You get to meet and learn
from new people from so many differ-
ent backgrounds. Everyone comes

together and learns from one another.
I've made friendships with people |
never would have been able to meet
through school.”

The Minnesota Urban 4-H Youth
Development program is a part of the
Center for Youth Development and
University of Minnesota Extension.
Urban 4-H works on behalf of youth
living in the Minneapolis and St. Paul
area, including surrounding suburban
communities, to measurably improve
their learning through educational
programs and applied research.

For more information, contact Erica
Gates at (612) 624-7603 or visit
www.fourh.umn.edu/urban. GR!
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A Year in Reflection: Spring Has Sprung

by Mary Lou Dresbach

Spring can be a somewhat fickle sea-
son in Minnesota, but it is a very busy
time for the Get Ready Program.
College campus field trips for our Get
Ready students, special year-end events
like Science Saturday and College Fun
Day fill our calendars, and summer
camp registration information is assem-
bled for sign-up events taking place at
our Get Ready direct service schools.

Academic summer camps are an
important element in the overall Get
Ready programming and Get Ready
staff register as many of our students
as possible. The students have a great
time, reinforce the academic skills
acquired during the school year, meet
new friends and explore new talents
and interests. We highly encourage
parents to consider signing their
student up for a summer camp
experience.

In April, the annual College Fun Day
event held at the University of
Minnesota provided our fourth-
through eighth-grade students and
their parents with a variety of sessions
and academic activities. It also gave
them an opportunity to learn more
about college, the importance of
taking the right classes in middle and
high school, how to pay for a college
education and other related topics.
College Fun Day is an invaluable
opportunity for students and their
families to visit and explore the
University of Minnesota, the state’s
largest university.

Program Evaluation

Spring is also when our federal Annual
Performance Report is due to the U.S.
Department of Education. All services
provided by the Get Ready Program
are possible only because of the grant
we receive from the federal GEAR UP
program.

A Year Well Done

In closing, | want to thank all the
school principals, teachers and other
school staff who are so supportive of

From Get Ready’s Annual

Performance Report:

e More than 17,000 students in
160 Minnesota schools received
programming. This includes the
fourth through ninth grade
students directly served by Get
Ready staff as well as Get Ready
Outreach students who received
program services via their class-
room teachers or school staff.

e More than 2,300 parents or
guardians received services
and materials.

® 95% of the direct service
students received career and
academic counseling services
based on the curriculum.

e 45% of direct service students
received academic tutoring by
Get Ready staff and College
Corps tutors.

e 18% of direct service students
took advantage of summer aca-
demic enrichment programming
opportunities last summer.

the Get Ready staff and program. You
are wonderful partners and your help
is critical to the fulfillment of the
dreams and aspirations of our Get
Ready students.

And parents: our staff appreciate the
support you have given the Get Ready
Program this year. Thank you for all
you do to support your children every
day, to keep them focused on doing
their best in school, to keep them on
track toward high school graduation
and to help them plan for their college
education. Get Ready cannot truly be
successful without you.

We are all partners in this exciting and
rewarding journey with the students,
one which we hope will help them get
ready to succeed—as students for all
seasons. GR!




Farewell, Home Sweet Homecroft

by Anne Willis

Homecroft Elementary School, a gem in its St. Paul community since 1921, and

a partner with Get Ready for the past four years, will close after this school year.
With its wonderfully diverse and compassionate students, and the incredibly
devoted and diligent staff, this little engine that could will be sorely missed. We
hope our Homecroft students continue to be inspired to dream about their future,
set goals and work hard to get the college education they deserve. GR!

Some thoughts and memories about Homecroft that the students wanted to share:

1

[ —————— T - ——

6th grade student
“The three years that | have
been in Homecroft were terrific
because of the teachers and
students. There are lots of teach-
ers who helped me, like Mrs.
Jackson who helped me learn
English. Other teachers helped me
a lot with homework and other
important things. Homecroft
School has cool field trips for every
grade including kindergarten. | am
really sad that Homecroft is closing
down because | wanted to come
and visit sometimes when | am in
junior high. The other reason is
because it was hard for my dad
to pick a new school for my little
sister. Homecroft is the best school
and it always will be. | made great
friends and the Get Ready program
has helped me a lot by teaching
me about college.”

6th grade student

“My favorite memory about Homecroft is our field trip to Exchange
City. The trip taught us how life would be when we get older and what to
expect in life. I'll always remember Homecroft as a great place to make
friends, learn new languages and have life-changing learning experiences. It
will be sad to know that | will never see it again.”

4th grade student

“Homecroft is a super great
school, trust me. After being at
the school for five years, | should
know. | have so many memories |
could tell, but I will choose one.
One day when | was in kinder-
garten, we did a project with Mrs.
Norma. We were making tissue
paper flowers and Mrs. Norma
brought a bunch of different kinds
of perfume to put on the flowers
that we made. | chose a lovely one
called wild heart. | brought my
flower home and showed it to my
mom. She absolutely loved it and
at conferences, Mrs. Norma gave it
to my mom to have! That's not
all...I like the teachers like Mrs.
Fox, Mrs. Jackson, and Mrs. Willis
and many more..."”
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COLLEGE FUN DAY

WINNER!

Congratulations to
Caterra Scott of Andersen
Elementary School who won

the Dell computer.

ELEMENTARY STAFF

Lauren Riccelli
Anne Willis
Maloree Yang

Nina Englund
Kelly Francisco
Sheila Nelsen
Michelle Patterson

MIDDLE SCHOOL STAFF

Katie Broton Gina Runck

Jesse Jahnke Kristin Scheumann

Susan Long Zong Vue Vang

HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELORS

Stephanie Lee Michelle Terpening

Jamie Shady Janelle Vogel

Elementary Team
Wraps Up Busy Year

by Emily Paoli Johnson

As the school year comes to a close,
the fourth through sixth grade
students in the Get Ready program
can feel proud of all that they have
accomplished this year. They have
worked very hard throughout the
year to learn about college and
careers by participating in:

e after-school tutoring and
activities

e workshops presented by CLIMB
Theatre and The Works

e family events at their school

e colleges events like Science
Saturday and College Fun Day

e college campus visits

Next year will bring some changes.
While we are sad to lose our friends
and students at Homecroft
Elementary when it closes, we are
excited to welcome new fourth
graders at all schools and our new
fifth and sixth graders at Cleveland
next year.

Our staff hopes that all of our
students and families have had as
great a year as we have. We look
forward to seeing our students off to
summer camp and then returning
with them next year. GR!
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Meet the
Parents, Get
Ready Style

by Emily Paoli Johnson

Did you know that there are
seven ways to pay for college?
Or that to get into a four-year
college, students are required
to take at least three years of
math? Did you know that Get
Ready teaches students this
type of information?

In March and April, the Get
Ready staff held parent and
family events in each school.
These events give staff a
chance to meet with parents
and guardians to talk about
what the program teaches
their students each day. Most
events highlighted what it
takes to get into college, how
to prepare for college and how
to begin saving money for
college. Get Ready staff also
talked about summer camp and
enrolling students into summer
programs.

As a part of the Get Ready
mission, our staff shares
information with families so
that they are prepared to help
their student get into college,
find ways to pay for it and
achieve their dreams. We
appreciate all of the parents
who have come to our events
over the past several months.
We have built wonderful
relationships with some great
parents and hope to continue
that into the future. If you have
not come to a Get Ready event
yet, check us out next year.
You are always welcome to call
or e-mail us if you have any
questions. GR!
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Tutors Learn Math Problem Solving

by Yer Her, College Corps member

In February, Cleveland Middle School
math teachers Tom Koreltz and Megan
Tracy provided a tutor training session
for Get Ready College Corps members.
The training helps Get Ready tutors to
learn a variety of strategies to approach
math to enhance student’s understand-
ing. Tutors were challenged to find
different ways of solving problems and
worked together in teams to come up
with creative solutions.

The first activity required teamwork.
The tutors were divided into two
groups and each tutor was given

a flash card. Each flash card was a
percent, decimal or fraction. After
revealing what amount was shown on
their cards, the tutors were asked to
arrange themselves in order from the
smallest to the biggest number by
standing in a line and holding up the
cards. The group that finished first

and had no error was the winner. This
activity was repeated a few more times
but each time it was played there were
new rules to be followed. For example,
the next card activity required no talk-
ing and tutors had to place their flash
cards on their foreheads. Strategies
that the tutors found helpful in this
activity were using sign language and
facial expressions when trying to
communicate with one another silently.
The point of this game is to keep
students active in their learning through
teamwork in order to succeed. The
flashcard activity is also an effective
way to help students understand
percent, fraction, and decimal while
having fun at the same time.

Another activity taught was the
“orange juice problem”, which dealt
with juice concentrate and water. The
teachers gave a demonstration and
asked tutors to participate by mixing

the correct water and concentrate into
four jars. The tutors then arranged the
jars of juices from the lightest orange
juice to the darkest orange juice. After
this, the tutors were asked to prove or
show their work on how they would
solve the problem. The tutors were
given four fractions to figure out which
one would make the orange juice the
juiciest. The tutors had to determine
which fraction would make the
strongest cup of juice by solving the
problem mathematically as individuals
and then sharing ideas and answers

in a small group. As a result, each
individual and small group developed
their own ways of solving the problem,
but all ended up with the same
solution. This activity stressed the
importance of knowing that there
could be multiple ways to solve a
problem and that everyone has
different learning styles.

As a Get Ready tutor, | found this train-
ing session helpful and it challenged
me to think of different ways of help-
ing students understand a problem by
approaching it in different ways. Tom
and Megan also emphasized the
relationship that tutors should have
with their students by asking questions
and getting to know one another.
Tutoring is more than just asking if
students need help; it is providing them
with help so they understand it. Being
a friend to them just by knowing their
names can make a difference too. The
next time | tutor, my goal is to get to
know the students so they will feel
comfortable asking me for help on their
homework and check if they really
need help or not. Students are often
shy when it comes to asking for help so
the key is to develop a bond or rela-
tionship with the students so that they
are comfortable around you. GR!
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What Parents Are Saying

Elementary

by Kathy Hill

Thank you to all students and parents
who participated in our winter survey!

Get Ready Student
Population Demographics

“| really think the Get Ready Program
is a great resource for our children. It
gives them some motivation about
achieving their higher education no

matter what income barriers they,
as students, may have. It also gives
parents hope that their children may
achieve higher education through

In 2007-2008, the Get Ready program Gender
provided direct services to 3,388 529 Male
students in grades fourth through ninth 48% Female
in 12 Minneapolis and St. Paul schools.
) Race
Here are a few things we learned from
28%

your survey responses:

25% Asian-American
Student Surveys (2,789 returned) 24% Hispanic-American
. 16%
96% ted that t Il . .
* o reported that going 1o coriege 7% White Caucasian

was either definitely (76%) or some-

African-American

Other, bi-racial or unknown

other means they may not have.”

“I really like the way you put college

in under-represented children’s mind. It
shows that college is not a dream, but
just another step toward success.”

what (20%) important to their future
plans after high school.

e 88% reported that Get Ready curriculum lessons taught in class definitely (53%)
or somewhat (35%) helped them know what they should do to prepare for

their future.

* 69% reported talking with someone at school or from Get Ready about college

entrance requirements

Middle School

“|'am happy because | am starting to
learn about college and | would like to
go to college.”

“All schools should have this! Maybe
more kids would be interested in
college.”

* 67% reported talking with someone at school or from Get Ready about finan-

cial aid for college

Parent Surveys (1,647 surveys returned)

* 83% reported talking to their child about attending college
* 33% reported talking with someone at school or from Get Ready about college

entrance requirements

® 22% reported talking with someone at school or from Get Ready about finan-

cial aid for college 6R!

Andersen Open Celebrates Pi Day

by Michelle Mork, 6th grade math teacher, Andersen Open
Elementary

In March, the sixth graders at Andersen Open in Minneapolis
celebrated the school’s second annual Pi Day. The day con-
sisted of learning about Pi in each of their core classes.

Math class involved a project where students learned that
it takes 3.14 radius squares to cover a circle, leading to the
formula “area = mr?”.

Science class students learned useful vocabulary words like
radius, diameter and circumference while using a compass
to make a circular Native American mandala, sacred symbols
of the universe with a center, radial symmetry and cardinal
point.

High School

“I think this program is a good source
for any child. Thanks for giving my
child this opportunity to understand
the meaning of education and the
benefits.”

" only wish that there were programs
like this when | was in school. Keep up
the good work.”

In social studies, students were transported to medieval
times with the book “Sir Cumference and the Dragon of Pi”
by Cindy Neuschwander. In this story, Radius and his mother,
Lady Di of Ameter, must use the formula for circumference
of a circle to save Sir Cumference.

Students in language arts read and then sang Pi Day songs
set to the tune of familiar songs like Happy Birthday, This Old
Man and O’ Christmas Tree.

The day concluded with a celebration where student shared
with each other what they had learned throughout the day.
Of course, no Pi Day would be complete without actual pie!
Students who successfully completed a reflection log for the
day could trade it in for cherry or apple pie a la mode cour-
tesy of Principal Diane Schmitz. GR!
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College is an Investment in You!

by Jenna Nelson, College Corps member

Going to college is a huge investment...in you. College is
one of the few investments that will benefit you and the
ones you care for the rest of your life. Choosing a college
is extremely important to your success.

I'm currently a double major in biology and psychology at
Hamline University, a four-year private college in St. Paul,
Minnesota. | went on numerous campus visits to colleges
that offered subjects | wanted to pursue. Each visit con-
sisted of touring the campus, sitting in on a class, meeting
with a professor and meeting with a guidance counselor.
On all my college visits, | was told statistical information,
which had little meaning to me or in my decision.

When | visited Hamline University, my guidance counselor
talked about my goals, my future and myself: how |
would succeed, the resources that | would have available,
why | had the goals | did, different options Hamline and

| could take to reach those goals. It was the first college
visit where | felt the faculty genuinely wanted me to
succeed. | didn't feel | was going to be another statistic.

College life is hectic if not properly managed. Time
management has been key to my success. My planner is
my best friend. | set up my day in 15-minute intervals to
help stay organized. | read the assigned readings and do
my assignments the day they are assigned. Doing this
helps me comprehend the material and avoid pulling all-
nighters the night before an exam. | attend all my classes,
which also contributes to my success. Colleges won't call
if you are absent. Coming to class and doing your home-
work becomes your responsibility.

To all students, | advise you to take your schoolwork
seriously. Even when you're a freshman in high school,
your grades will still count towards your GPA. | saw many
high school classmates who did not take their freshman
year seriously and, as a result, were unable to attend the
college they wanted. College admissions consider your
GPA, community involvement, involvement with your
school and the difficulty of courses you took in high
school. Since | was dedicated, academically persistent
and involved in my community during high school,

| received a number of scholarships to help pay for my
college education. There might be scholarships out there
for you too!

College isn't easy, but it's not impossible. | truly believe

anyone with passion and dedication can receive a college
education. Benefits from a college education are endless,
but ultimately the decision to go and succeed is yours. GR!
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What Will | Be?

by Jenna Nelson, College Corps member

When | was nine years old, | had terribly crooked teeth
and was embarrassed to smile. My dentist said braces
would help, but that | probably would never have a nice
smile. With my dentist’s recommendation, my family and
| set up an appointment to meet with an orthodontist.

Dreading my first appointment, | crossed my arms and
stomped my way through the orthodontist’s lobby. Tossing
my jacket and clenching my teeth, the dental assistant
patiently tried to make me at ease. With no luck, the
orthodontist came in early due to my stubborn behavior.
The orthodontist entered with great presence and poise.
She sat down and talked with me. Not about my teeth or
braces but about school and activities | enjoyed. She was
very patient. Feeling relaxed | let her look at my teeth with
tears streaming down my face in embarrassment. Baffled
by my behavior she responds, “Jenna! What's the matter?
You have beautiful teeth to work with and you're going
to end up with a smile out of this world!” At first, |
thought she was biased because | was her patient and
therefore assumed she said that to everyone. | concluded
she must be lying to me.

Three years later, | was able to smile with pride and
dignity. My orthodontist gave me a great smile that
came with confidence. | continuously get comments on
my smile, which at one time | was so ashamed of. She
proved me wrong.

Currently, I'm a double major at Hamline University
pursuing biology and psychology. | chose biology
because of the requirements to get into dental school
and a psychology major to understand human behavior,
which will be beneficial to understanding patients. My
orthodontist became a role model to me and changed
my perception of myself. | have developed a passion for
adolescents and hope to become a positive role model to
my patients in the future. Since | have such a passion for
my future career, | didn't dread college. Yes, becoming
an orthodontist takes dedication and multiple years of
schooling, but it's my long-term goal. Accomplishing each
semester and year of college are the short-term goals |
need to take to pursue my long-term goal. To me, it is all
worthwhile.

Someday | hope to come across a patient with the same
stubborn behavior that | once displayed. Hopefully, | will
be able to walk in the room with great presence and poise
and bring self-confidence to my patient as my orthodon-
tist did for me. GR!
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Young Men Emphasize Success Through Effort

by Janelle Vogel

| have teamed up with Yusuf Abdullah, Patrick Henry High
School’s Career Center Coordinator, to facilitate a young
men’s group where the primary focus is effort-based success
through support, positive affirmation and increasing atten-
dance. The group meets weekly to provide support in areas
where the students need improvement. Each group begins
by having each student communicate a highlight for the
week. These highlights have become steps of academic
successes for the other students. The remaining time is spent
in either a physical activity or learning opportunity, depend-
ing on the effort displayed by the group.

In the beginning, the young men were challenged by the
group’s expectations. In one session, we told the students to
come up with a poem, skit or rap on why it is important for
them to attend group, class and support one another. They
chose a rap to best express themselves and we were blown

Science Saturday Is a Hit

away by what they accomplished. One person used his
pencil and fist to create a musical beat while the others sang
the chorus “never let your team down, never let your
team down". In between the chorus, each student cited
their name and why they shouldn't let their team down. It
was a pivotal moment not only for success, but also for team
camaraderie. We are very proud of these young men and the
effort they have put forth.

The group is continually growing by getting to know them-
selves, supporting others and achieving more success
through effort. The group is extended until the end of the
year with plans to continue next year with these young men
stepping into leadership roles where they will take other
young men under their wings in new groups. Work is also
underway to create a young women's group with a similar
foundation. GR!

by Emily Paoli Johnson

In March, over 140 Get Ready students
and 20 Get Ready parents participated
in Science Saturday hosted by the
College of St. Catherine. This event for
fourth through eighth grade Get Ready
students and their families introduced
and taught science in ways that they
may not have thought of before.

Throughout the day, students partici-
pated in three different workshops in
chemistry, biology and physics.
Students designed t-shirts and watched

chemical reactions between the
markers they used and rubbing alcohol.
The results were amazing! Students
also participated in a riverbed project
which involved measuring riverbanks
and looking at watersheds. Finally,
students had a quick physics lesson by
popping popcorn in a way that they
never had before. Students compared
the difference between the rate of
popping between sanded popcorn and
un-sanded popcorn. The surprising
result was that sanded popcorn pops
quicker and burns.

Get Ready parents also participated in
the activities with their students and
attended presentations on saving for
college and the college admissions
process.

Science Saturday was filled with fun
science, good food and, above all,

the opportunity to spend time on a
Minnesota college campus. Get Ready
hopes to provide the same opportunity
for its students and families again next
year. GR!
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2008-2009 Whiz Kids’ Writing Contest Winners

The Get Ready Gazette is please to announce winners of this year’s Whiz Kids' Writing Contest. Get Ready students were
asked to submit a rap, song, spoken word, poem or essay on the topic of “My Future Success” or “My Life After High
School”. Gift certificates are awarded to first ($30), second ($20) and third ($10) place winners. Thank you to all the

students who submitted entries. And congratulations to our winners! GR!

Elementary - 1st Place

My Future

by Zerbine Rypa, 5th Grade, Andersen Elementary

Every day is my future, but when | finish college, that's when my BIG
future starts. While I'm still young, my family, teachers, relatives and
friends will help me a lot, but after college, that's when | get to show
all the people that helped me how much | appreciate their help.

There are those who go to bed late because they have to correct my
work to make sure | did what they taught me correctly. There are
those who go to bed late because they want to make sure | under-
stand what | learned during the day. There are those who wake up
early in the morning to make sure I'm ready to start a new bright day
and there are also those who fill my brain with knowledge.

| will work hard to make these people proud and show them that |
wouldn’t be who | am without them being there for me when | need
them.

In the future, | want to give back to the world by helping young
people gain their knowledge and reach their professional goals. In
the future, | will be a good role model in education. In the future, |
will be someone who will change the way failures think or see their
world. As a future teacher, | want to tell my students that if they
believe, they can become achievers, heroes and leaders. In the
future, I will reach out to those who need a helping hand. In the
future, | will tell my students to never give up on education because
education is the key to success and the road to a perfect future. In
the future, | will lift those who are down because the world broke
their spirits. | will open the door for the uneducated who are thirsty
for knowledge and those who are non-believers in education.

In the future, | will be a teacher who will teach because of a passion
and because | need to and not because | have to or because I'm told
to. | will share my knowledge of education with people in need, and
mostly in the future | will show love to everyone in need of it and to
those who are afraid of having it.

2nd Place:
Shanika Jenkins, 6th Grade, Andersen Open

3rd Place:
Julie Lor, 6th Grade, Eastern Heights Elementary
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Middle School - 1st Place

A Girl Like Me

by Melissa Vang, 8th Grade, Washington Middle
School

A girl like me

Unlocks life challenges to succeed in a great

number of different paths and ways

Starting new things and

Learning things step by step without fear

Enduring whatever obstacles may lie ahead

And with a balance of patience

Sacrificing the moment for something better in
the future

My life after high school

| want to go to college

Find my talent, inner self and what | want to do
in the future

Being straight forward in communicating my

Interests and desires

Getting a job that I'll never get tired of

And of my dream

Make my parents proud

And everybody else

That

A Girl like me

Can achieve in finding

What | want to do

To be

And discovering

Myself

In a way

| have never known

After high school

A girl like me

2nd Place:

Valeria Mendoza, 8th Grade, Nellie Stone Johnson

Community School

3rd Place:
Mai See Thao, 8th Grade, Washington Middle
School



High School - 1st Place

My Life After High School

by Victor Juarez, 9th Grade, Roosevelt High School

Is going to college worth it?

The year 2011,

The specific year of my possible graduation,

The moment of accomplishment and excitement,
Where friends and family are proud of me

In other terms, a turning point in my life.

Then what's next?

All | have then to choose from is two decisions.

Either start off being a good working person

Or continue climbing the college-level steps to be a
better career worker.

My prediction is what | always predicted before.

| will take the challenge of going to college.

My reasons are as simple as an elementary math problem.

| want to have a happy and successful life,

Do | feel confident about this turning point?

So far, it feels like something to look forward to.
So far, even at this very moment,

| never said that | wouldn’t go to college.

At some moments, it may seem impossible.
With working on four huge assignments daily,
But still

| tell myself that this it's worth it.

Every single piece of work acts as dollars

Each soon adding up to make me become wealthy.
Going to college will be worth it.

2nd Place:
Raquel V. Vences, 9th Grade, Roosevelt High School

3rd Place:
Chueqga Vang, 9th Grade, Roosevelt High School

L

And to also make my parents proud.

Hopefully, it will be an easy entrance.

Hopefully, Il have the various requirements to go to college.

Good grades,

Money

All the other pieces of business as well
Maybe, just maybe

| could have gotten help from a special program

To make the search as simple as pie.

: School Spotlight: Patrick Henry High School

by Janelle Vogel

In September, Patrick Henry High
School in Minneapolis welcomed
the Get Ready program into their
school to work with the class of
2011. Every ninth grade student
works on their “Life Plan” which
focuses on who they are, where
they want to go and how to get
there. In addition, the students
have had the opportunity to attend
several assemblies in collaboration
with Achieve Minneapolis, including
a student resource assembly high-
lighting school resources, a career

fair with over 50 career professionals
and an assembly with Minneapolis
Mayor R.T. Rybak as the guest
speaker. The students also are
exploring college campuses this
spring and continue to meet
one-on-one and in groups with me.

This spring, | look forward to creat-
ing a Get Ready student advisory
that brings together collaboration,
communication and implementation
of ideas between students and coun-
selor to increase academic success
and college bound readiness. GR!
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